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INTERNATIONAL RIGHT OF WAY ASSOCIATION 
REGION 5 “THE QUALITY REGION” 
Spring Forum Minutes 
April 30, 2011 
Brown Hotel

Louisville, Kentucky
1) Call to Order-The meeting was called to order at 8:32am by Region Chair Mary Anne Marr, SR/WA.
a) Introduction of Members & Guests.  Special guest Patricia Petitto, SR/WA, IEC Vice President/Treasurer was introduced.
b) Voting Substitutes

i) Chapter 10-Ronald Barker, SR/WA for Jason P. Lueking  
ii) Chapter 21-C. Elwood Penn, SR/WA for Ward Lefler  
Chapter 21-David Griffith, SR/WA for Diane Singleton

iii) Quorum Present

2) Host Chapter Comments
a) Jeff Nakken & Mike Pennick, SR/WA welcomed attendees and outlined plans for lunch and activities.
b) Announcement of concern was made by Mike Pennick for Gary Slack, SR/WA due to recent health problems.

3) Presentation to Jerry Lund, SR/WA 
a) Mary Anne Marr, SR/WA presented a plaque to Jerry Lund, SR/WA to acknowledge his service as Region Chair from 2008-2010.
4) Secretary/Treasurer Report




a) Brad Krabel, SR/WA submitted the minutes from the 2010 Fall Forum in Perrysburg, OH and treasurer’s report for review and approval. Motion was made by Jeff Nakken seconded by Ernie Kretschmann, approved by voice vote.  
b) Region Directory was circulated for updates.
c) Reminder was made to attendees to update IRWA website and submit voting directors to IRWA HQ

5) IRWA Leadership Institute Session



a) Mary Anne Marr led Leadership Institute Session

6) State of the Association
a) Mary Anne Marr handed out Key Measures and Financial Summary Documents.  Key Measures were reviewed and discussed.
b) Mary Anne discussed online courses and effect on the Chapters both financially and otherwise.  In addition course materials and correctness of materials were discussed and was an item of concern for many attendees.

c) The 2011/2012 Association budget was discussed.  Mary Anne informed attendees that the budget was based on the proposed dues increase being approved
7)  Proposed Bylaw Resolutions




a) Mary Anne Marr informed attendees that the documents for the two Bylaw Resolutions that will be presented for Board of Directors Approval at the Annual Conference are posted on Region Website.
i) First Resolution will be an Increase in membership dues.  A $10 per year membership dues increase will be presented to the Board for approval.  Attendees questioned what the additional funds would be used for.  Pat Petitto, SR/WA informed the group that the dues have not been increased in some time and costs have increased.  In addition the Association is looking to increase marketing efforts.
ii) Second Resolution will be a proposal to start a rotation from Region to Region for the site of the IRWA Annual Conference in replacement of the current system in which interested Chapters vie for the opportunity to host the conference at the Annual Board of Directors Meeting.  Some concern was expressed that the proposed change would result in locations being chosen that may be undesirable.  Mary Anne Marr presented some feedback she had received while visiting Region 1 regarding Regions that have multiple possible conference sites within their area. 
iii) Brad Krabel brought forward the idea of changing the Region bylaws to give the Vice Chair and Secretary/Treasurer a vote in Region affairs for discussion.  Currently neither the Vice Chair nor the Secretary/Treasurer has a vote in Region business.  Some discussion was had, but due to limited time the issue was tabled for further discussion at a later date.
8) Right of Way International Education Foundation

a) Carol Croft, SR/WA gave a presentation of what the RWIEF does and their recent accomplishments.   Carol announced that Ron Barker, SR/WA (Chapter 10) will be named to the RWIEF board of Trustees at the Annual Conference.  Carol also announced that David Sinclair will be stepping down as the foundations President and she has been asked to take over that role.

b) Attendees discussed Region 5 making a donation to the Golf outing to sponsor Hole # 5.  Mary Anne Marr also discussed the support that had been requested of the Region to support the Casino Night.  Proceeds of the Casino Night are also given to the RWIEF.
c) Ron Barker, SR/WA made a motion for each Chapter through the Region to contribute $300 as part of a Region 5 contribution to the golf outing to sponsor Hole # 5.  If any Chapter can’t contribute Region 5 would make up the difference.  Motion was seconded by Ernie Kretschmann.  Vote was held by show of hands.  Motion passed.

9) International Executive Committee Candidates 
a) Mary Anne informed Group that all positions with the exception of the President will be voted on in June.  The President’s position is automatically assumed by the current President-Elect.  Mary Anne informed group of recommended slate of Officers and presented videos and distributed handouts from Wayne Goss, SR/WA and Mary Anne Marr, SR/WA who are both vying for the International Secretary position.
10) Election of Region Officers

a) Cynde Barker, SRWA informed members of the process and procedures for the election of Region 5 Officers for the period of 2011-2012.
b) Cynde informed group that Region Officers positions are elected for a period of one year.  Officers may be elected to serve another one-year term.  Cynde informed attendees that all current officers have served one term and we have a unique situation where our current Region Chair Mary Anne Marr, SR/WA is also running for the IEC position of International Secretary.  In electing our 2011-2012 Region Officers, we should assume that all officers are available to serve their term and we will develop a second resolution and election (if needed) that will provide for contingent officers should Mary Anne be successfully elected to serve on the IEC.

c) Mary Anne Marr, SR/WA was presented as the incumbent for the position of Region Chair.   Cynde asked if there were any nominations from the floor.  None were presented.  Cynde asked if there was a motion declare by acclimation that Mary Anne Marr, SR/WA be elected to serve as the 2011-2012 Region 5 Chair.  Motion made by Mike Pennick, SR/WA and seconded by Jeff Nakken. Approved by acclimation.
d) Jeff Jones, SR/WA was presented as the incumbent for the position of Region Vice Chair.   Cynde asked if there were any nominations from the floor.  None were presented.  Cynde asked if there was a motion declare by acclimation that Jeff Jones, SR/WA be elected to serve as the 2011-2012 Region 5 Vice Chair.  Motion made by Rick Nichols and seconded by Christine Deacon. Approved by acclimation.

e) Brad Krabel, SR/WA was presented as the incumbent for the position of Region Secretary/Treasurer.   Cynde asked if there were any nominations from the floor.  None were presented.  Cynde asked if there was a motion declare by acclimation that Brad Krabel, SR/WA be elected to serve as the 2011-2012 Region 5 Secretary Treasurer.  Motion made by Andy Viola and seconded by Deb Leetzow. Approved by acclimation.

f) Cynde presented to attendees that Mary Anne Marr, SR/WA is currently a candidate for the IEC position of International Secretary.  Should Mary Anne be successful in her bid for this position, we will need to submit to the Board of Directors, the names of alternates to serve as Region Chair and Vice Chair.  Cynde proposed a motion that should Mary Anne be unable to serve as Region Chair that the current V. Chair, Jeffrey L. Jones, SR/WA be named as Region Chair and that Brad Krabel, SR/WA be named as Region V. Chair.  Motion made by Ernie Kretschmann seconded by Jeff Nakken.  Approved by acclimation.
Cynde presented to attendees that should Mary Anne be successful and both Jeff Jones and Brad Krabel move to Region Chair and V. Chair, we will have a vacancy for the position of Region Secretary Treasurer.  Cynde asked for nominations from the floor for individuals to serve as Region Secretary Treasurer, should Brad Krabel need to move to fill the Region V. Chair position.  Ron Barker nominated Greg Mathias, SR/WA seconded by Ernie Kretschmann.  Approved by acclimation.

11) Other Business  
a) Jeff Jones, SR/WA presented the Region 5 Professional of the Year Award to Pat Petitto, SR/WA.
b) David Griffith, SR/WA asked for attendees to consider volunteering to help man the Chapter 21 booth at the Annual Conference in Atlanta.
12) Education & Chapter Statistics
a) Jeff Jones discussed new IRWA Chapter awards and informed attendees of winners.  Requested Chapters to encourage their members to send in the course surveys.  Jeff discussed new career path designation and success to date.

b) Jeff asked Chapters to make sure they send in their education schedule for the new fiscal year.  Gave out current Region Education Plan.  Jeff led a discussion on the scheduling of classes and informed attendees of the process.

13) Industry Trends and Issues 





a) International Nomination and Elections Committee Report

i) Cynde Barker explained the committee compliment and how awards review process is conducted.  Informed group of the changes in the Balfour Award process to recognize the finalists and the award winner at the conference.

ii) Cynde announced the finalists for the IRWA awards.  Recognition was given to Jerry Lund, SR/WA and Mary Anne Marr, SR/WA as Balfour Award finalists.  Chapter 17 was recognized as a finalist for newsletter of the year Chapters larger than 100.  Vectren Corporation (Chapter 10) was recognized as a finalist for Employer of the Year.
iii) Cynde informed the group of two new awards that have been created, Facilitator of the Year-Howard Armstrong, SR/WA Award and the website of the year award.
b) Environmental Committee
i) Josh Sherretz, SR/WA shared main focus of committee with group. Looking to revamp courses.

c) LPA Committee

i) Jerry Lund, SR/WA shared results of last meeting.  Said LPA have been working on conference sessions.  Jerry informed group Committee is discussing on course curriculums and the creation of a LPA specialty designation.
d) Pipeline Committee
i) Ron Barker, SR/WA discussed presentations at annual conference.  Said Committee is working on revision of course 215.  Has been preparing initiative on ROW Agent training as result of request by PIPA and INGA.

e) Survey and Engineering Committee

i) John Alexander, SR/WA said committee is working on mapping competition and will be reviewing Course 900.  

f) Utilities Committee

i) Becky Merkley, SR/WA said the Utilities Committee had discussed the Project Management Certification and did not think it should be above SR/WA.  The Committee does not feel that a specialty certification is needed for utilities.  Committee is working on Atlanta sessions.

g) Valuation Committee

i) Norm Thomas, SR/WA informed group that the Committee had been looking at changes in banking and the effects on the appraisal profession.  Committee is looking at revamping courses.  Norm asked each Chapter to contact him with name of Chapter Valuation Committee Chair.

14) Chapter “Success” Forum 




a) Chapter 7

i) Laura Southwell, SR/WA informed group Chapter 7 has a new Newsletter that now has a sponsor.  Chapter 7 is experiencing success getting articles submitted from committees.  Chapter has a marketing committee that is working very well.

b) Chapter 10

i) Ron Barker shared that the major goal of Chapter 10 is to increase membership.  Currently working on marketing and looking to target INDOT.

c) Chapter 12

i) Andy Viola said Chapter 12 has experienced a significant membership drop and low membership attendance at meetings.  Chapter is looking at new marketing opportunities and varying meeting times to increase attendance.

d) Chapter 13
i) Rick Nichols informed group that seminars continue to be a success.  Currently working on Chapter website.
e) Chapter 17

i) Ernie Kretschmann reported that Chapter 17 is in good financial in good shape and having good classes.  The Chapter is having success in getting new leaders (under 40) involved in.  Looking to Co-promote classes with appraisal organizations. Concerned with the new membership application process.  Chapter feels that they are taken out of the loop.  Chapter is giving $425 to a few attendees to attend the Annual Conference.
f) Chapter 21

i) David Griffith said Chapter is working on 2013 conference.  WVDOT has a new DOT director that is more favorable to IRWA.  Looking at a group association membership for WVDOT.
ii) Dave also gave a report on IPDC Committee Report.

(1) IPDC is in the process of revamping 500 series.  Committee is bringing back facilitators clinic.  Currently looking at putting together an electric transmission course similar to pipeline course.

g) Chapter 25

i) Jeff Nakken said Chapter has held a couple of good classes.  Had meeting on Kentucky land titles that went over well.  The KDOT Cabinet approved 5 more IRWA courses for new agents, which should help Chapter.
 
15) Upcoming Meetings

a) Mary Anne informed group that the Chapter President / Pres. Elect or VP Conf. Call scheduled for May 26th has been moved to August.
b) Jeff Jones informed attendees of some of the activities for the Fall Forum to be held on September 30-October 1st at Mackinac Island, MI.  Jeff invited attendees to come early to enjoy the Chapter 7 education seminar and classes early the same week.  
c) Mike Pennick awarded the door prize to Andy Viola
16) Adjourn
a) Mary Anne asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was made by Mike Pennick                                          Seconded by Jeff Nakken.
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